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Acid House - In relation to time, space 

and economics.

Ever since Michel Foucault's essay Of 

Other Spaces, Utopias and Heterotopias 

the distribution of space and time has 

been has been reimagined.

Older divisions of time relating to the 

development of capitalism such as mar‐

itime divisions like Greenwich Mean 

Time or the eight hour work day, which 

was a compromise in relation to worker 

exploitation. Time has now been re‐

arranged into a more global fragmented 

time. his has been enabled by the inter‐

net. We now need to consider more spa‐

ces which what Foucault has called het‐

erotopias which networked technology 

cannot penetrate or dramatically alter 

o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e s e 

technologies. What would these spaces 

look like?

he acid house/ rave movement which 

originated in the midwest of the United 

States and throughout the UK developed 

in reaction to deindustrialization and the 

rise of inancial, information- technolo‐

gy and service based economy. he 

movement sought to reoccupy old sites 

of industry not as centers of commodity 

p r o d u c t i o n b u t a s c o l l e c t i v e 

heterotopias. Heterotopias can be said to 

be spaces of difference. A space which 

functions under different hegemonic cir‐

cumstances. hese sites or happenings 

became informal but large gatherings of 

people. he ethos and collective energies 

of the group were directed towards new 

imperatives. hese were the imperatives 

of love, openness and reimagining the 

possibilities of space and time.

his new social body 'ravers' were not 

regimented by the traditional fordist 

clock. Nor were they embracing the new 

fragmented clock of neoliberalism. With 

its multiple time registers competing in 

the body. Neoliberalism's emphasis on 

work, leisure and lifestyle being one con‐

tinuous state of production has led to a 

growing societal anxiety around time. A 

term which political economist David 

Harvey has dubbed 'time space compres‐

sion". Assimilation of the neoliberal 

clock into the body can be seen in rela‐

tion to the rise of network and commu‐

nications technology. his in turn has 

led to a sense of destabilization of space 

and time. his can be attributed to the 

expansion of sites of labor but also to the 

loss of a sense of time which is consid‐

ered our own, a time not related to pro‐

duction. Current digital technologies 

have made work boundaryless for many 

but also precarious for more. Neoliberal 

policies advanced by the state in favor of 

free market business has heightened in‐

equality. his poses a question how do 

we inhabit new spaces and reconsider 

time as a tactic to combat neoliberalism?

he acid house movement's reimagina‐

tion of space and time could be said to 

have been aided by narcotics which ex‐

pand your perception of time such as 

LSD and MDMA. Furthermore the use 

of extended mixes of multiple tracks, 

modulation, drum machines and loops, 

reimagine the boundaries of music. Acid 

house raves didn't adopt the models of 

the now commercialized outdoor rock 

concerts with their emphasis on alcohol 

sales, merchandise and entertainment. 

Promoted by large ad agencies circulat‐

ing through the mass media. Most raves 

were promoted by word of mouth or 

through a networks of friendships and 

folklore.

Oten raves sought to abandon sites of 

industrial production all together seek‐

ing a new commons in the countryside. 

hese country raves oten turned into 

temporal camps or villages regulated by 

their own customs and distribution of 

knowledge. An example of one such 

reenactment of the commons can be 

seen in the free party of Castlemorton in 

1992 which attracted up to 40,000 

people. he acid house movement pro‐

duced its own organic intellectuals 

which challenged the hegemonic appara‐

tus of the status quo. Acid house values 

differed from the individualism of the 

hatcher/Reagan era. he collectivity in 

these villages wasn't forged by that of 

profession or labor but by adopting a 

new concept of time. his new concep‐

tion of time and space became threaten‐

ing to the status quo. Raves were oten 

shut down or had to adapt to more con‐

ventional venues or business models 

which in turn became under threat as 

they became part of the marketplace. 

he movement's reclamation of space 

was criminalized with the Criminal Jus‐

tice: Public Order Act of 1994. his law 

was effectively an act against common 

land for common people.

As we consider the new anxieties associ‐

ated with labor and technology in our 

age we need to adopt processes which 

forefront collective energy over produc‐

tion and redesign our spatial relation‐

ships. Spaces where capital cannot low 

and time is disconnected from technolo‐

gy. Can rave like occupations provide 

this?
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Multiple time registers exist

We have internalized the clock or clocks

he clock relating to production of the 

fordist era has greatly been altered

8 hours 8 hours

has given way to a

Time which now expands and compress‐

es in relation to capital production.

Work and leisure have merged into a 

constant state of production

hose who have the least power over the 

clock are oten in the most precarious 

situations

Time is a battle of too little, too much 

and too unpredictable

However multiple registers of time have 

always existed in society but not neces‐

sarily competing as violently as they do 

today within the body.



he speed of information and network 

technology has destabilized our sense of 

space and time.

Perhaps we need to reclaim our reimag‐

ine conceptions of space and time which 

do not relate to capital production.

During the French Revolution of 1830 

the clock was destroyed shot into pieces, 

fragmented. he Workers sought to cre‐

ate a new time.

heir own time.

If we have now internalized neoliberal 

time registers. How do we create a new 

time. Which is our own.



he acid house and rave culture rose out 

of the post fordist landscape

he culture denounced the inancial, ser‐

vice and information economy on the 

rise during the Reagan and hatcher era

he rhythms and time registers within 

the acid house movement

was not that of the highly structure 

fordist era or of the fragmented anxiety 

ridden time of the present

he acid house movement aimed to cre‐

ate a collective rhythmic time

Not connected to production.

Time expands towards the horizon

he acid house movement utilized the 

debris of the post industrial era

But it also sought to return the commons 

of the countryside

Creating new collective temporal hetero‐

topias

Away from centers of urban production






